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Survey says: Executives see Texas as having top business
climate
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Texas has won some big bets and lost others when it comes to persuading firms to relocate — or make major expansions — in
Texas this past year. But business leaders and the site-selection consultants who advise them still think it’s the top place to do
business.
Fully half of the respondents said Texas has the best climate for business — mostly citing low taxes and a light regulatory touch. Tax
abatements and other incentives were far less likely to be cited as important.
The survey asked executives and consultants to list the states with the three best business climates and the three states with the
worst. California — despite the enormous draw of Silicon Valley and the state’s university-centered research — was most often
selected as having the worst business climate.
“Texas was the clear-cut favorite,” according to a press release announcing the results of the 2014 survey by Development
Counsellors International.

The results provide “a glimpse into the minds of corporate executives and site selection consultants and their perceptions of
locations across the United States and the world,” said the firm’s president, Andrew T. Levine.
Most of the 356 responses to the survey came from business leaders directly involved in company relocations and expansion
decisions. Eighty-nine of the responses, or about a quarter of them, came from consultants.
The next five runners-up were also in the South: Florida, Georgia, the Carolinas and Tennessee.
The survey also notes that participants ranked the Texas governor’s economic development office as tied with Louisiana for second
best in the country. The Georgia Department of Economic Development was ranked best.
For Gov. Rick Perry, the pro-business climate in Texas has been a major source of boasting. Wages in Texas are low and poverty
rates in its largest cities high, but Perry has traveled the country showcasing the state’s low unemployment rate and light touch when
it comes to regulation. He’s made headlines across the nation urging businesses in other states to move to Texas.
His office, and Texas generally, has had some big wins and losses of late.
Last summer, Toyota announced it would create a North American headquarters in Plano, providing Perry perhaps his best reason
to crow. Last month, Texas was tossed aside in the running for an even larger prize — Tesla’s 5 million-square-foot battery
manufacturing plant — when Elon Musk chose to set up shop in the Nevada desert.
Follow Michael A. Lindenberger on Twitter at @lindenberger.
Did you see something wrong in this story, or something missing? Let us know.
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" Last month, Texas was tossed aside in the running for an even larger prize — Tesla’s 5 million-squarefoot battery manufacturing plant — when Elon Musk chose to set up shop in the "
Well yeah, when you can't sell your product in a state due to overreaching regulations bribed in by the
auto dealer lobby. That kind of hurts your chance of winning.
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